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SENATORHALL: Okay.

PRESIDENT: And 9, which is enmergency clause. So now we' re

tal king about the bingo tax, whjch is Section 4. Senator Hall,
did you wish to speak further about that particular portion,

SENATORHALL: Sure.

PRESI DENT: ...at this time?

SENATOR HALL: Wy not .  Thank you, Nr. President and menbers.
Again, this is the section, as has been pointed out, deals ijth
the bingo. | woul d urge you to take a | ook at page 4, again

t he bingo history aspect of that handout that you have before
you. Al'l we doin this is take 2 percent of the tax away from

the cities. It sounds onerous when you say we' re going to iake
a taxing base away fromthe | ocal subdivisions of governnent.
But really outside of the City of Omaha, the cCity of Lincoln,
you' re talking approximately about $100,000 that is spread out

across the remai nder of the state. It is not a large dollar
item for any of the cities. And the argument has always
traditionally been that, but it's $3,000, or it's $1,500 that we
depend on in our budgets. And, |adies and gentl emen, I would
argue that it is atax that is unfair. |t js a tax that the
cities or the counties do nothing +to achijeve. When it was

originally put into place thega did, they workedvery hard,
basically they functioned as the Revenue Departnent because they

collected the tax. That no l|longer is the case, that no | onger
is the case. And the only people that suffer fromthis tax are
those local charities, those schools, those parishes, those fire
departnents, the local elderly groups that run a bingo in grder
to raise funds so that they can operate their not for profit
organi zations, but yet they pay the highest tax in (pe country
for that privilege, and that's a 10 percent tax 4 percent of
which, 40 percent, whichgoes to the |ocal entities who do

absolutely nothing in terns of regulation and oversight. They
don't any |onger collect that tax and send it to the Department

of Revenue. Now, we have tal ked about this issuefor 5i |east
six years, six different ternms that | have been here, and |
think that it is important that we allow these charities to
continue to keep those funds in the formof 2 percent. Doesn' t
sound like a lot when you' re talking about |ess than half a
mllion dollars. We offer amendments to the budget bill of that

amount and don't think twice about it when they' re adopted and
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